
 

 
Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, on 
Tuesday 4 June 2013 at 2.00pm.  

 

PRESENT Mrs Catriona Stewart (Chair)   
 Mr David Blaney (Vice-Chair) Mr Angus Campbell 
 Mr Archie K Campbell Mr Angus McCormack 
 Mr Philip R Maclean Mr Charlie Nicolson 
 Mr Donald John Macrae Mr Roddie Mackay 
 Mr Angus Morrison Mr Gordon Murray 
 Mr Norman A MacDonald Mr Kenneth Macleod 
 Mrs Zena Stewart  Mr Iain Morrison 
 Mr Donnie Steele  
   
APOLOGIES Dr Neil Galbraith  

 
 

Prayer 
 

 The meeting was preceded by prayer lead by Mr Murdo Macleod. 
 

Tributes  The Chairman congratulated Sgoil Breasclete pupils who had won top prize when they 
took part in the annual Highlands and Islands celebration for the SCDI’s Young Engineers 
and Science Clubs at the Eden Courth Theatre, Inverness in March. 
 

  The Chairman congratulated John Angus Mackay, an S1 pupil at Lionel School who had 
won fist prize in the “Give Racism the Red Card” competition.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Sgoil nan Loch who had won through to the final of the 
Blythswood Challenge, Supply Clean Water to India.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Paible School who had gained an Eco-Schools Green Flag 
Award status. 
 

  The Chairman congratulated the pupils at Tong School who had gained Eco-Schools 
Green Flag Award status.   
 
The Chairman congratulated the pupils at Daliburgh School who had gained Eco-Schools 
Green Flag Award status.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Castlebay School on being shortleeted for the Enterprise 
and Employability across Learning Award (Secondary). 
 

  The Chairman congratulated Ruairidh Muncaster, an S5 pupil at Sgoil Lionacleit who after 
a number of races was now the 8th fastest in Scotland in the 100 metres for under 17 
men.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Cassandra Maclean and Ruairidh Muncaster, S5 Pupils at 
Sgoil Lionacleit, who had successfully applied for entry to the Scottish Space School at 
the University of Strathclyde.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Ewan Campbell and Eilidh MacMillan, S5 pupils at Sgoil 
Liniclate who had successfully applied to the Sutton Trust Summer Schools.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Anne Macmillan, Sarah Macinnes and Xavier Bird, S6 pupils 
at Sgoil Liniclate who had reached the Regional Finals of the English Speaking Mace 
Competition at Fettes College Edinburgh and who had been highly commended by the 
judges for their speeches.   
 
The Chairman congratulated pupils at Bernera school who had won a portrait of Christine 
Ohrughogu as a result of their involvement in the re-launch of the Get Set Network for 
Schools after the Summer Olympics in London 2012.   
 
The Chairman congratulated Poyi Law who had beaten Keti Grant, a Chess Grand 
Master, when she had taken on 23 chess players in a simultaneous game at An Lanntair 
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Arts Centre, Stornoway.   
 
The Chairman congratulated The Nicolson Institute Senior Boys Football team who had 
won through to the North of Scotland final. 

   
  MINUTES  

 

Minute of 
Meeting 19 
March 2013 

 

1 The Minute of Meeting 19 March 2013 was approved. 

 

Minutes of 
Meetings of the 
Education and 
Children’s 
Services Sub-
Committee of 18 
January and 8 
and 9 May 2013 

 
 

2 The Minutes of Meetings of the Education and Children’s Services Sub-Committee of 18 
January and 8 and 9 May 2013 were noted. 

 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 
 

3 Mr Iain Morrison declared an interest in item 11 being a bus operator and left the meeting 
during consideration of the matter. 

 

  PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT  

 
Performance 
Management - 
2012/13 Quarter 
4 

 

4 With reference to item 4 of the Minute of Meeting of 19 March 2013, the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report providing an overview of the 
Business Plan and related performance issues for the 2012/13 year end.  
 
The Presentation by the Director of Education and Children’s Services highlighted the key 
issues and provided an overview of the financial performance for 2012/13 and other 
challenges for the Department.  On conclusion of the presentation Members were afforded 
the opportunity to ask questions of the Director of Education and Children’s Services. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 
Single Outcome 
Agreement 
Monitoring 
Report 

 

5 With reference to Item 4 of the Minute of Meeting of 28 August 2012, the Chief Executive 
submitted a Report providing details of progress to date on delivering the Single Outcome 
Agreement’s (SOA 2011-13) Outcomes in relation to Education and Children’s Services.  
The Report stated that since September 2012 the OHCPP Outcome Groups had gathered 
data and information regarding the SOA indicators and progress towards delivering the 
SOA 2011-13 outcomes in order to take an informed view on re-writing the SOA 2013-2023.  
 
The Report outlined progress in relation to indicators monitored within the SOA that were 
relevant to the Committee’s areas of interest and the Appendix to the Report provided a 
fuller account of the progress made to date.  The progress Report would form the basis of 
the Outer Hebrides Community Planning Partnership Annual Report to Government in 
Autumn 2013. 
 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 
 

  POLICY 
 

Charging for 
Additional 
Instrumental 
Tuition in 
Secondary 
Schools 
 

 

6 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of meeting of 19 March 2013 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving information on the proposal to 
enable secondary schools to facilitate additional musical tuition through parental/ private 
funding.  It was intimated in the Report that as at 2012 some 1468 children and young 
people in the Western Isles received free instrumental and singing tuition with the costs 
being met through funding from a number of mainstream budgets, such as Gaelic Specific 
Grants and the Youth Music Initiative.  It was pointed out in the Report that the majority of 
this provision made was in primary schools with secondary provision being met largely 
through specialist teachers in music departments along with input from some instructors.  
The Report referred to funding made available from private businesses to enable secondary 
schools to provide additional music tuition through instructors and that this funding had 
allowed for an element of continuity of experience from primary to secondary schools, 
together with a broader range of instrumental tuition than would be available through music 
departments in schools. 
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It was further stated in the Report that all pupils sitting SQA examinations in music used at 
least one instrument for the performance element of their exam courses and that there was 
no proposal to charge for any element of tuition associated with SQA examinations.  It was 
further intimated in the Report that funding available through though the Youth Music 
Initiative was targeted at some special projects and provided support to help schools meet 
the national P6 music target by which time all pupils should have had the opportunity for a 
full year experience of tuition in an instrument.  It was intimated in the Report that at present 
some 25 Local Authorities in Scotland charged for instrumental tuition with the average 
charge being in the sum of £168 per academic year.   
 
The Report emphasised that it was not proposed to introduce charging for the existing 
instrumental tuition or to reduce the level of free instruction currently provided by the 
Comhairle as detailed in the Report, rather it was proposed to provide an opportunity for 
schools to facilitate additional instrumental musical tuition where there was sufficient 
demand, tutors were available and parents or others were willing to fund the tuition. 
 

The Report set out a possible charging structure for additional instrumental tuition in 
secondary schools. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree that: 
 
(1)  where demand exists, additional instrumental tuition be introduced in 

secondary schools; 
 
(2)  tuition charges be applied to cover the cost of this additional tuition, as 

detailed in Section 6.2 of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, on the basis that it be delegated to the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services to reduce charges for musical tuition in 
secondary schools when the parents of the children concerned were in 
receipt of a school clothing allowance. 

 
  EDUCATIONAL PROVISION 

 
Specialist 
Teaching Staff 
in Primary 
Schools 
 

 

7 With reference to Item 3 of the Minute of Meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee of 
14 February 2013 the Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report 
intimating that in the academic session 2014-15 the provision for specialist teaching staff in 
primary schools was to be reduced from the existing budgetary provision of £460,000 to 
£260,000 and that this level of service provision was equivalent to retaining approximately 
two full time equivalent posts in each of the three specialist areas of Physical Education, Art 
and Music.  A number of options in relation to the deployment of specialist teaching staff in 
primary schools were detailed in the Report, as follows: 

 
Option 1 - focus on one area of excellence across the Authority e.g. Music, Physical 

Education or Art; 
 
Option 2 -    target specialist input in the primary 4-7 stage of primary education; 
 
Option 3 -   agree to a block time of specialists, giving fewer opportunities in an academic   

session, but ensuring blocks of tuition time were more meaningful; and 
 
Option 4 -  allocate resources on a fairer and more equitable basis across Learning 

Communities, with schools within each Learning Community bidding for time 
on the basis of need and resources available. 

 
The Report referred to consultation, which had taken place with Head Teachers in relation 
to the above mentioned options and it was intimated that there was the greatest support for 
Option 2, as detailed above.  It was further stated in the Report that class teachers would be 
responsible for providing Physical Education, Art and Music teaching for the primary 1-3 
stages of education and that Option 2 provided an approach more consistent with current 
provision. It was pointed out in the Report that if Option 2, as detailed in the Report, were 
adopted it was proposed that it be continued to be used during the period of planned 
workforce reduction for specialist teaching staff and that this matter would be reviewed after 
one year.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the adoption of Option 2 as 
detailed in the Report for the deployment of specialist itinerant staff in Primary 
Schools. 
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Children and 
Young People 
with Severe and 
Complex 
Additional 
Support Needs: 
Implementation 
Update 

 

8 With reference to Item 9 of the Minute of meeting of 12 June 2012, the Director of Education 
and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving information on progress in relation to the 
implementation of the revised provision for children and young people with severe and 
complex additional support needs. 
 
It was intimated in the Report that Professor Donnie M Macleod, Centre for Inclusion and 
Equity, had undertaken a review of educational provision for children and young people 
whose additional support needs might be described as severe and complex and that an 
Action Plan had been prepared based on Professor Macleod’s Report.  Appended to the 
Report was a document entitled Children with Severe and Complex Support Needs Action 
Plan – May 2013.   
 
The Report further intimated that educational provision for children and young people with 
severe and complex needs transferred from the campus of Stornoway Primary School to 
the Sandwickhill Learning Centre in August 2012 and that when modifications to the 
Sandwickhill Learning Centre were being undertaken, prior to the Summer of 2012, 
asbestos had been found in the building which had resulted in a delay to the refurbishment, 
which it was now anticipated would be completed by August 2013. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Director of Education and Children's 
Services be requested to submit a Report on the operation of the Sandwickhill 
provision for Children with Complex Additional Support Needs to the September 2013 
Meeting of the Committee and that thereafter a quarterly Update Report be submitted 
on this matter. 
 

Continuing 
Engagement 
Visit by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education – The 
Nicolson 
Institute – March 
2013 

 

9 With reference to Item 5 of the Minute of Meeting of 4 October 2011 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report appending a copy of a letter dated 
19 March 2013 from HMIe to parents and carers of pupils at The Nicolson Institute, 
Stornoway.  The Report gave background information concerning the outcome of a 
continuing engagement visit undertaken by HMIe in January 2013 and it was stated that 
HMIe were pleased to note: 
 
(1) Young people were benefiting from a bright and stimulating learning environment; 

 
(2) Pupils were more aware of their strengths and next steps in learning; 

 
(3) The proportion of young people achieving an award at Advanced Higher Level 

continued to improve and was now well above the national average; 
 

(4) Increasing numbers of young people leaving school were successful in finding 
places at University, College, training or employment;  

 
(5) Young people now benefitted from improved opportunities to learn through the 

medium of Gaelic both in subjects and through a wide range of out of class 
activities across the school.  The link to MG Alba was particularly effective in 
developing young peoples skills for using Gaelic for employment in the local 
community; 

 
(6) Young people in Gaelic learner education were also benefitting from enhanced 

opportunities to use Gaelic in out-of-class activities; and 
 
(7) Since the original inspection in 2011, the school had taken extensive action to 

improve key aspects of its work. 
 
It was further indicated that HMIE also identified the following areas for continued 
improvement: 
 

(1) Teachers needed to meet the learning needs of pupils across the school 
consistently; 

 
(2) The Senior Management Team needed to ensure that the systems they have put 

in place are embedded and showed real improvements in pupil experiences and 
achievements. 

 
(3) Teachers needed to develop their approaches to assessment from S1-S3 to 

ensure they had sound evidence of attainment levels; 
 

(4) Working with Comahile nan Eilean Siar the school needed to increase the pace 
of planning for Curriculum for Excellence in S4-S6; 
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(5) The quality of learning and teaching was not yet of a consistently high enough 

standard across the school; and 
 

(6) In a significant minority of lessons the tasks given were not at a suitable level of 
difficulty and the pace of leaning was too slow. 

 
It was further intimated in the Report that HMIe would continue to engage with the school 
and the Comhairle on how best to support the school and that the school and the Comhairle 
would write a Report on progress and at that time HMIe would decide whether further 
inspection was required. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the HMIe report of 19 March 
2013 on The Nicolson Institute. 

 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

 
  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the Meeting during 

consideration of the Appendix to the following item on the grounds that exempt information 
as defined in Paragraph 5 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, 
namely information relating to the adoption, care, fostering or education of any particular 
child or relating to the supervision or residence of any particular child in accordance with a 
supervision requirement made in respect of that child under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 
1968, would be disclosed. 
 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children 
2013/14 

 

10* With reference to Item 10 of the Minute of Meeting of 14 March 2013 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report which provided information with 
regard to Specialist Mainland Placements for Children and Young People for the financial 
year 2012/13. It was intimated in the Report that there was a forecast under spend of 
£59,706 on Mainland Placements and an under-spend of £19,000 on Mainland Respite 
Provision. It was further pointed out that there had been a significant increase in spend in 
relation to children who had returned to local provision and that this expenditure was 
estimated in the sum of £259,135. A profile of Mainland Placement expenditure for 2013/14, 
based on the 2012/13 figures was attached at Appendix 2 to the Report and it was further 
indicated that it would be possible to further reduce Mainland Placement expenditure by 
redesigning local service provision and reviewing service level agreements with partner 
agencies, thereby ensuring that local provision adequately met the changing needs of 
young people currently in schools in the Western Isles, as well as supporting those 
returning from the mainland. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the forecasted costs for Specialist Mainland Placements 
2013/14, as detailed in the Report. 
 

  RELATED MATTERS 
 

  Mr Iain Morrison declared an interest in the following item being a bus operator and left the 
meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 

Bus Services – 
Lewis and Harris 
 

11 The Director of Technical Services submitted a Report providing an update on matters 
associated with the review of bus services in Lewis and Harris and the procurement of 
services for implementation from 1 April 2014.  The Report stated that a consultation and 
tendering programme for bus contracts within Lewis and Harris had been agreed by 
Comhairle in March 2013 and the four main categories of bus services had been 
categorised as detailed in Appendix 1 to the Report.  The Report proposed that a large 
number of the smaller-scale bus services remain unchanged, but a review be undertaken of 
a small number of the bus services. It was proposed to consult with the appropriate elected 
Members and the appropriate communities through Community Councils on a number of 
proposed timetable changes. 
 
The Report proposed that the bus services currently operated by Bus na Comhairle serving 
Tolsta, Back and Point, be renamed bus service BB1 (Broadbay) which would replace P1 
(Point) and BT1 (Back Tolsta), and to ensure the Comhairle could demonstrate Best Value, 
it was further proposed that Bus na Comhairle participate in the associated procurement 
process by preparing and submitting a “benchmark price,” to be evaluated on the same 
basis as bids from external operators and to also consider providing in-house services on a 
number of alternative routes in the event that Bus na Comhairle was unsuccessful in the 
benchmarking exercise for the Broadbay Service.  The Report further detailed the options 
for the Comhairle to provide an integrated bus service for the Broadbay area and 
highlighted the issues in relation to staffing in view of whether Bus na Comhairle was 
successful or otherwise in the tendering process for the service. 
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It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree to: 

 
(1) authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Director of Finance 

and Corporate Resources, to determine evaluation criteria for the 
procurement of all bus services for the contract start date of 1 April 2014; 

 
(2) agree to the procurement of the School Only, Integrated Main, Integrated 

Feeder and Public Only bus services identified in Appendix 1 to the Report 
on the basis of the extant services in place to 31 March 2014; 

 
(3) agree to the establishment of the bus service BB1 (Broadbay), replacing bus 

services P1 (Point) and BT1 (Back Tolsta), and authorise the Director of 
Technical Services to prepare a benchmark price for evaluation against 
tenders submitted by external operators; and 

 
(4) authorise the Director of Technical Services to prepare benchmark prices for 

any or all of the bus services listed at Para 6.19 in the Report for evaluation 
against tenders submitted by external operators. 

 
Community Day 
Care and 
Education 
Transport – 
Redesign 
 

12 The Directors of Social and Community Services, Education and Children’s Services and 
Technical Services submitted a joint Report providing an update on progress in relation to 
Community Day Care Redesign and the implications for transport provision for service 
users of Social Care Services.  The Report stated that the current Integrated Transport 
system did not provide Best Value or meet the needs of the relevant Departments and 
therefore each Department had initiated a process to examine alternative transport 
provision to meet the needs of their particular services, including benchmarking activity and 
initial mapping of needs.  Further consultation and individual Departmental development 
work required to be undertaken prior to dissolution of the current service with a view to 
reporting back to the September Series, including implications for each Department 
affected.   
 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note progress on the redesign of Community Day Care; 
 
(2)  agree to consultations with service users, carers and other stakeholders in 

relation to Community Day Care provision and redesigning transport 
provision to meet future care needs; and 

 
(3)  note that a Report will be presented to the September 2013 Committee 

series, including implications for each Department affected, with an Equality 
Impact Assessment and recommendations for progression. 

 
Structure of the 
Education and 
Children's 
Services 
Department 

 

13 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving information 
concerning the proposed restructuring of Education and Children’s Services Department in 
response to the reductions in Revenue Expenditure agreed by the Comhairle for the 
2013/14 financial year. It was stated in the Report that there was a planned saving 
associated with a reduction in the number of Learning Community Principals from 3 to 2 and 
it was proposed that the responsibilities currently assigned to the Learning Community 
Principals be reviewed, on the basis that duties would be reallocated across the remaining 2 
Learning Community Principals and the current Quality Improvement Officers. It was further 
pointed out in the Report that it was proposed to undertake a comprehensive review of the 
organisation of the Education and Children’s Services Department, including Officer remits, 
in order to ensure efficiency of service and effectiveness in the delivery of positive 
outcomes for all learners in the Outer Hebrides.  
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the proposals for the Education and Children’s Services 
Department as outlined in the Report. 
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  BUILDINGS 

 

North Uist 
Primary School 
– Site Options 
Appraisal 
 

14 There was submitted a Joint Report by the Chief Executive, Director of Technical Services 
and the Director of Education and Children’s Services concerning the appraisal of sites for 
the new North Uist Primary School. Appended to the Report was a document entitled 
“Briefing Document: A School in North Uist – Site Options Appraisal”. There was submitted 
a Supplementary Report by the Chief Executive, Director of Technical Services and the 
Director of Education and Children’s Services intimating that the Site Options Appraisal had 
now been completed and that paper copies of the Site Options Appraisal, which included 
location plans, photographs, indictive site layouts and a technical appraisal of 12 sites was 
available for Members to inspect. It was intimated in the Report that it was considered that it 
would be appropriate to take forward five sites to the second stage of the Site Appraisal 
Process and that these sites were as follows:  
 
Site B, Croft 9 Claddach Kirkibost; 
Site A , Existing Paible Primary School Site; 
Site C, Claddach Illeray, North of Clachan; 
Site D, North of Clachan Cladach Illeray, Common Grazings; and 
Site G, South of Clachan, Near Carinish Inn. 
 
Details of the appraisal process associated with the second stage were given in the Report 
and it was suggested that there should also be further stakeholder engagement in 
conjunction with the second stage appraisal to consider community views on the five sites 
as detailed above. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agreed to authorise the Director 
Technical Services to undertake the second stage appraisal of Sites B, A, C, D and G, 
as described at Paragraphs 2.3 and 2.4 of the Report, and to provide a further Report 
to the September 2013 Meeting of the Comhairle on the preferred site. 
 

Corporate Asset 
Management 
Planning 

 

15 With reference to Item 13 of the Minute of Meeting of 27 November 2013, the Director of 
Technical Services submitted a Report, seeking approval of the finalised Corporate Asset 
Management Plan.  The Report stated that a Draft Plan had been approved by Comhairle in 
December 2012 for consultation and arising from feedback, any changes and the latest 
Comhairle decisions had been incorporated into the finalised document. 
 
The Report further highlighted that there was a clear commitment within the public sector to 
work together on property related issues, which would be followed up with processes that 
would facilitate a collaborative approach to Asset Management. 
 
It was agreed to recommend,  insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1)  approve the Corporate Asset Management Plan (CAMP) included as 

Appendix 1 to the Report; and 
 
(2) note the progress being made in relation to collaborative asset management 

with partner organisations. 
 
 

  PERFORMANCE MONITORING 
 

Reports 
Outstanding: 
Progress 
 

17 The Chief Executive submitted a Report which detailed Reports Outstanding arising from 
the decisions of the Committee. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

  URGENT ITEM 

 
  The Chairman ruled that, in accordance with the provisions of Section 50 (B) (4) of the 

Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, the following item be considered as a 
matter of urgency in order to allow the Comhairle to take a view on the matter prior to the 
next series of meetings. 
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Judicial Review 18 With reference to Item 18 of the Minute of Meeting of 12 June 2012, the Chief Executive 

submitted a Report giving information in relation to the decisions of the Inner House of the 
Court of Session in respect of Scottish Ministers’ appeal against the decision of Lord 
Brailsford in the Comhairle’s application for Judicial Review of Scottish Ministers’ decision to 
refuse consent to discontinue education, or stages of education, at Carloway and Shawbost 
Schools. The Report gave background information in relation to the judicial process and 
intimated that authority had been delegated to the Chief Executive to instigate and defend 
such legal proceedings as may be necessary, including opposing any future appeal. It was 
further pointed out in the Report that Scottish Ministers had appealed all aspects of Lord 
Brailsford’s decision to the Inner House of the Court of Session and that the appeal 
process, which was in two parts concluded with the issue of the Opinion of the Inner House 
on Friday 31 May 2013 to the effect that Lord Brailsford’s decision on the validity of the call-
in notices was correct with the result that the Scottish Ministers’ appeal was now dismissed 
in its entirety. The Report detailed the main points from both Opinions in respect of the 
Comhairle’s arguments which were that: 
 

(1) the construction of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 contended for 
by Scottish Ministers would result in a loss of public confidence in the procedure 
for school closures; 

(2) Scottish Ministers applied the wrong test to the application once these had been 
called in;  

(3) there was no legislative presumption against the closure of rural schools; 
(4) the Comhairle paid special regard to the rural factors and properly considered all 

material in front of it “from start to finish”; and 
(5) as a result of the finding above, call-in of the applications was not justified, as a 

matter of law. 
 
The Report further stated that the Comhairle could therefore be entirely satisfied that the 
processes and procedures which it carried out in respect of the proposals for Carloway and 
Shawbost Schools were correct in law and that it was Scottish Ministers’ decisions and 
interpretations of their legal duties which were incorrect.  
 
The Report gave details of the transition arrangements for both primary aged pupils from 
Carloway Primary School into Shawbost School and the transition of the secondary pupils 
from Shawbost School into The Nicolson Institute.  
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) notes both Opinions of the Extra Division of the Inner House of the Court of 

Session in respect of Scottish Ministers’ appeal against the decision of Lord 
Brailsford in the Comhairle’s application for Judicial Review of Scottish 
Ministers’ determinations to refuse consent to close Carloway Primary 
School, and to discontinue the S1 and S2 stages of education at Shawbost 
School; 
 

(2) notes that the Director of Education and Children’s Services will take all 
necessary operational decisions to implement the decision as regards the 
practical arrangements for the closure of Carloway Primary School, and the 
discontinuation of S1 and S2 education at Shawbost School, including the 
transfer of pupils, members of staff and all ancillary matters such as school 
transport, in consultation with local Elected Members, the Parent Councils 
and parents at both schools; and 

 
(3) continues delegation of authority to the Chief Executive to conclude such 

further legal proceedings as may be necessary, largely relating to the 
recovery of expenses. 

 

 


